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Qﬂ 14th July 1789, rumous that the king would arder the armyw
uparn citizens caused alarmm in the city of paris:

- Around 7000 men and women gathered together in the front of ti
.they formed a people ‘militia’ and broke into government burldr
for arms.

» They finally stormed the fortress prison, bastille searching for ar
ammunition. |

> Thel.'y killed the commander of bastille and released seven prisoners
jai |

» The bastille wh1ch‘ ‘represented the despotic rule of king was destroyea
its strong fragments were sold as souvenir of its destruction.

» On the other srde many riots took place in paris and the countrysid 0
b to protest agamst‘ the high price of bread. these riots considered
; begmmng of the revolution and the cham of events that followe
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‘ tnev wmt"‘ ,auf mmmemmmw n F rance.

The French government had to spend large amount of its budjet as
payment to lenders who charged 10% on loans.

The state increased taxes to pay for the maintenance of the
army,court,govt.offices ,universities etc.
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OLD REGIME
> The term “‘OLD REGIME” is usually used to describe the
and institutions of France before 1789.

» Society was divided in three estates are:-
1) First estate:-CLERGY
2) Second estate:-NOBILITY

3) Third estate:-peasants ,artisans, merchants ,businessmen
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ln i&ﬂ; century French society divided into
F"IRST ESTATE(CLERGY) 2

3. They collected a tax from the peasants called “tithes” wih
comprised of one-tenth of the total agriculture production.;
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rea ""}audd& nmwz&efges for example feudal
ed from the peasants.peasants had to:~%

vices to the lord.

pate in building roads etc.
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They hw‘u‘nm 'nh‘f”,wege they had to pay direct taxes call

the' staﬂte’ ‘a@' wwelﬁl‘ \aws a number of md1rect taxes impose
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w&ges af the war[«ers were rmt crde‘q'a’a’te enaugh to k —
pace with the rise in prices.

3) Situation become worse if there was bad weather
conditions like flood ,tsunami and drought, which red
the harvest.

4) These condition created subsistence crises in the .
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21 Third estate comprised of merchants and manufacturers there were (al
. and administrative officials who were educated .They believed that
of society should be privileged by birth. <

. 31 Philosophers like John Locke , Jean Jacques Rousseau and Monte:
considered the middle class was sole responsible for revolutior

1 They spread the ideas of Freedom , Equal laws and opportuni
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Books and newspapers were remﬂ aloud to preqplw Wh L
further taxation to meet state empenses mw&ed anger‘ ‘mnd‘.brwght‘ab
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| (Ltberty | Equahty Fra

» On 5% may 1789 louis XVI called for am assembly of the est:
pass the proposal for new taxes.

» The first and second estates sent their 300 representatives each . Wi
were seated in rows facing each other on two sides. '

» 600 representatives of the third estate ,who were primarily LIS
and educated people stood at the back.

» Women , artisans and peasants were not allowed any representatiatr
through their grievances were put down in some 40,000 letters brough
the representatives.

» The members of the third estate demanded that voting should
by taking assembly as a whole . but the king rejected the prg
members of the third estate walked out of assembly in the
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THE TENNIS COURT OATH ,
1) After weeks of Argument, the third estate joined by some mes
the other two classes or estates declared that they were a n

assembly representing the people, inviting the collaboration of
nobles and clergy.

2) They swore to frame a new constitution before they would turn
| king’s financial troubles . The action is known as ‘The tennis cou
| because it took place within a hall for indoor tennis. | ’

recognize the authority of the assembly.

4) The members of the third estate demanded one member one vote b
on the democratic principles suggested by Rousseau in his book *
social contract’. when louis XVI refuse, the third estate walkede
the assembly.
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NATTONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE THIRD

- » On 20 June 1789 the representatives af the f.'h"'d estates ass
the hall of an indoor tennis court in Versailles.

» They declared themselves a national assembly and ‘promisé:‘to‘\
new constitution for France that would limit the powers of the
monarch(king).

» The representatives of the third estate were led by MJrabeau and""’
Sleyes ‘

‘and condemned them strongly during the public speeches that he
delivered.

» Abbe sieyes was originally a priest.he wrote an influential pa ‘
called ‘what is the third Estate?’ which had a huge impact. §
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REVOLT STARTS AT BASTILLE

Fﬂ » Due to severe winter harvest was affected in France,which led!
“ price of essential commodities.

» after spending hours in a long queues at the bakery , crowds o
- women attacked on the shops. :

» On 14t July 1789 angry crowd destroyed the bastille.the bastille
- by all French people as it symbolized the dominating power of the

 » In the countryside rumours spread over village to village that the lore
. manor had hired bands of brigands to destroy the ripe crops. |

. » After that ,peasants attacked chateau in many areas of France.

» The peasants looted grainries and burnt documents containing rec
manorial dues.

A
Bt

\» Due to all these a large number of nobles moved from their homt
neighbouring countries.
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In this volatile situation , louis XVI was forced to:-
1) Recognize the national assembly.
- 2) Accept that his power would be checked by a constitu

On 4t qugust, 1789, the national assembly abolished;
- a) Feudal system of obligations and taxes.

| o Thepeilipn Necesiofithe c ary ficlucing tithes were
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4) Only Men above 25 years of agé‘ nd who pard ‘taxes equa[ toat Ieast 3 days of the labou.
 were given the status af actrve cmzens they‘ had\ rrght to vote. The remammg men an !

could qualify to be ‘elector’ members of the assembl y
5) The national assembly was glven the power to make laws. |

Rights were considered as ‘NATURAL AND INALIENABLE ( they belonged by each human
birth and couldn’t be taken away)

state. i il
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LomsXVlenteredmtasmtnegatmtmm with the king of Prus

» France’s neighbouring countries worried about the develapmen ‘-, ]
since 1789.they were ready to send troops to put down the event

The national assembly voted in favour of war against Prussia and £
in 1792.

» Volunteers from all over France came forward to join the army.

-r

» They saw the war as one of people against kings and aristocracies alﬁ{;
the Europe.

< The volunteers marched into Paris and sang a patriotic song compose:

‘Roget de L ‘Isle’ called ‘Marseilles’(This song is now the national an
| of France).

Economic difficulties and other loses plagued the people duringiti
- revolutionary wars.
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. sections of the saciety. %
- % Political clubs sprouted and became an important area for -7'
~ government policies and action plan.
. % The most popular and successful club was that of Jacobins namea
. former convent st. Jacob in Paris and women also formed their clu
% Members of the Jacobin club primarily from the lower section of the
 like shopkeepers , pastry cooks ,watchmakers , shoemakers ,printe
. wage earnersetc. |
% The leader of Jacabms was Maximillian Robespierre. They took to weal
long stripped trousers like those worn by the dock workers to set
themselves apart from a fashionable sections of the society who wore
breeches. | | \‘\\\\ ‘
*» Their aim was endmg the power of the aristocracy. i

\/

% They came to be as sans- culottes meamng ‘those w1thout kne\\\\'\'\
M
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The declaration of the rights of man n_

Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.

The aim of every political association in the preservation of th _
inalienable rights of man are:-liberty , property, security and r
operation.

) The source of all sovereignty resides in the nation; no group or md‘
exercise authority that does not come from the people.

i) Liberty consists of the power to do whatever is not injurious to othe

:) The law has the right to forbid only actions that are injurious to socie:

f) law is the expression of the general will. All citizens have the right ta
participate in its information, personally or through their represente
citizens are before it.

)} No man may be accused , arrested or detained. Only exceptlon in
determined by the law.
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)For the maintenance of the public force and for the expenses of
administration a common tax is indispensable; it must be imposed
Equal'lyt* ‘amall,@;c;'itiZEnsff in proportion to their means.

ffProperty is a sc‘ ";;ed and inviolable right.no one couldn’t be taken
away, unless a,,legall v established public necessity requires it . In that
casea _]ust comp‘” ‘nSatlon must be given in advance.
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SCEPTRE THE BROKEN CHAIN THE WINGED
symbol of royal power) (Freedom) (personification o

THE BUNDLE OF RODS AND FASCES
(Unity and power)
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THE

NAT

| witt dnve away the clouds of ignorance.

BLUE-WHITE-RED
National Colour of France showing that France
abolished monarchy and became republic.

SNAKE BITING ITS TAIL TO FOR A RING
A ring has neither a beginning nor an end(eternity).

RED PHRYGIAN CAP
ar It was known as ’liberty cap’ was the symbol o
el ‘f‘l‘ylberty worn durmg the revolut:on origmate

Scanned with CamScanner



» The period fronr 1793’-94
- autharitarian.

» Any person who didn’t agree with the policy was branded as an enemy of the
arrested, imprisoned and tried by a revolutionary tribunal.

» If the court found the person guilty, the person was sent to the guillotine. for ex

nobles , clergy members of the political parties and his own party fell victim to
guillotine.

Prices and wages had a maximum ceiling under Robespierre’s government.
a) Meat and bread were rationed.

b) Peasants had to sell grain at prices fixed by the government.-

¢) More expensive white flour was not allowed to be used.

%’l‘d‘z All citizens had to eat bread made of whole wheat(equality bread).

) Equality was also introduced in speech and address . example-everyone was call
citoyenne(citizen) instead of monsieur and madame. 3

. Churches were closed down and their building was converted into barracks
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1794 he was sent to thea guillotir
b) A system of education was plann d, ar |
codlfred i il “M j“ i j“‘g i

d) The convention also pald attentron to the relref of the poor a
condition of the agriculture. i
e) In 1795,the convention drew up a new constrtutron it was acce
the people of France by a referendum, according to it’s the co
to be ruled by a directory made up of two Iegrslative chamber 1o
governing body of five directors. .
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> The ruie of the directory lasted for four years, the rule of director was ur o
peopie wanted a strong leader who would give them an efficient government:
victory against their enemies. :

The wealthier middle classes seized power after the fall of Jacobin governme ,

» The new constitution characteristics are:-

a) Denied vote to non-propertied sections of society.

&) Provided for two-elected legislative councils who appointed a directory who has
5 members .The aim of the directory was to prevent power from being concentrate 7
hands of one person ‘

military dictator.

rom 1804 to 1814,France was an empire and Napoleon was the emperor of France
nquests was really praiseworthy.at one time , he was the Practically the master

fd rest of Europe too.
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WOMEN AND REVOLUTION
The womemn of the third estate had raise their voice against the ald reg

their involvement i the revolution would pressurize the revolutionary gav T
imprave their lives "

During the old regime conditions of women are:-

they worked as laundresses , sold flower and vegetables in their markets.

 b) Most women couldn’t receive education or job training.

- ¢) Working women also had to do household work . they had to cook, fetch water ,
f bed and look after their children.

d) They received less wages than men for equal work.
| Women participation in revolution are:-

They were the active participants in the events which brought so many changes in
society.

) Women started their own political clubs and newspapers one of the famous am ‘
‘the society of revolutionary and republican women’.

They demanded politics rights such as right to vote to the elected assembls
- political offices as enjoyed by man. but the constitution of 1791,reduce
passive citizens.
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* some laws to improve the conditions of women by revolutionary gowv
are:- | g

a) Established schools for women and made education compulsory far at :

b) Marriage was made into a contract entered into freely and marriages W
be duly registered. L

¢) Divorce was made legal, both for men and women.

d) Women could receive training for jobs, could become artists and run small
businesses. ‘

< the women continued their struggle for political rights during the reign of
terror . but the new government banned women’s clubs and their political
activities.

< many prominent women leaders were arrested and a number of them were
executed.

<+ The women continued their struggle for voting rights and equal wages.

<+ They also fought for their rights through an international suffrage movement up
to early 20t century.

< The political activities of the French women during the French revolution
vears, kept alive the women'’s freedom movement in other countries.

“» it was only in 1946 that the French women won the right to vote.
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Africa and the Americas.

These slaves were bought

br qf antagomzmg busmessmen
e“natré‘mal assembiy from passing any laws

htroduced slaver

‘a‘rH continued to be ensiaved by pfantatron o
“H M‘ “ ‘ R “
;1848}‘m the ‘Fr ngh ;qtonres, !
i m H\ ‘ TR
ML H T
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The French revolution saw many cﬁmlges“ i the everyday* fives: afthe mem
chitdren:

The governments which came to the power after the revolution passed ma
to inject the-ideas of liberty and equality into the everyday life of the peopl

' » The declaration of rights of man and citizen provided for freedom of speech are

" )

| » Printed matter flooded the markets.

' » The news papers and pamphlets which discussed the events that were taking plai
. and reached the countryside.

» Abolition of censorship also encouraged the discussions and debate of issues from op
views.

Every group of men sought to convince the others of its position through the mediul
print. |

Plays , songs and festive processions provided a platform for people who could &
write to watch and hear the ideas of liberty and ]ustlce expounded by politic ﬁﬁ%“
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CONCLUSION

- In India Tipu sultan and Rajaram Mohan Roy was inspired by the ideas of

'
modernizer of Europe and set about the conquering Europearn countries: | |

He introduced several laws such as:-

Protection of private property.
Uniform system of weights and measures provided by the decimal unit syste

Initially people were happy with napoleon and saw him as a liberator but grad
they saw the Napoleonic armies as invaders.

He was finally defeated in the battle of waterloo in 1815 and his ides of liberty a
modern laws had a great impact on people. '

The most important legacy of the French revolution were the ideas of liberty and
democratic rights.

The ideas spread from France to other countries including the colonized count

revolutionary France.

Scanned with CamScanner



